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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We are at the start of a new academic year; one that presents many changes with the challenges that Covid 
19 brings us. The undoubted highlight of this week has been the welcoming of the pupils back. Not only was it 
great to see those who came during the lockdown period, it was also wonderful to welcome those who we 
have not seen for the past 6 months. There remain a few faces who are coming back soon and we are very 
keen to welcome them to. There is that feeling that the Woodfield Family is coming back. 
 
It never ceases to amaze us how even the highest expectations can be exceeded but that happens so       
regularly with the pupils. There was always a question as to whether there would be any reactions – things 
have changed, as outlined later, but it has been a seamless transition.  
 
All the pupils have come in happy and healthy. After the significant period of disruption since March there can 
be no greater tribute to the love, effort and care that families have shown to their children. This has been an 
extremely difficult time and we are all in awe of how the children have come through this, though we know 
that there would have been many significant challenges faced. 
 
Whilst the lockdown was in operation, we were keen to keep in contact and share the wonderful things that 
were going on and also help keep the sense of community going, so a weekly Newsletter was published.   
Given the changes, after this Newsletter, the next one will be at half term.  
 
This term will no doubt be one of change but we will try to be as consistent as possible as we navigate 
through Government guidance. We will keep everyone informed as best we can and want to extend our most 
sincere appreciation for your understanding as we continue to go through these difficult times. 
  
Keep safe and well 

 

Gill & Ian  

Co-Headteachers 



 

 

Woodfield School 

We would like to welcome all our new pupils and their families who joined us this week. This week we have 
welcomed 5 new pupils – Alesha and Zak who have joined Class 1, Jodi who has joined Class 1S, Toby 
who has joined Class 6 and Lewis in Class 7. All have started really well and we hope that they continue to 
enjoy life at Woodfield. 

 

New Pupils 

At the moment it is hard to plan for Christmas. Certain traditional events look difficult to arrange and Covid 19 
guidance is changing as the situation in the country changes. Unfortunately it looks unlikely that traditional 
events can take place. The ‘Rule of 6’ as well as the bubble system prohibit many options. We will look into 
exploring options over the term, so look out for developments! 

Christmas 

In normal times it is very important to keep us up to date with contact details. If you 
move house, change phone numbers – both home and mobile, or any of the emergency 
contact details change, then it is vital that we are informed. Please let the office know of 
any change. We are entering very uncertain times and it really important that we are 
able to contact you. Parentmail and email are the  ways we can remind you of important 
dates/events and therefore we need to make sure we have the correct contact details or 
you may miss out on things. We must also accept that there maybe times when a class 
or bubble is suddenly closed or you need to be contacted owing to your child being ill. 

Contact Details 

We hope that the email system is working well. For some, this is a time of anxiety and many questions will 
want to be asked. We request that you try to put all your questions in one email per day rather than sending 
several throughout the day. Teachers will be looking at their emails by 9.30 and will then respond at the 
end of the day. If there is specific information you would like recorded about your child, then let the teacher 
know and it can be included when appropriate. The more time that teachers spend on emails is less time 
spent with the children.  

Home- School Communication 



  

Woodfield School 

We have been looking at how the pool can be accessed safely for pupils 
and staff. Following the health and safety guidelines, the capacity of the 
pool will be half of what was possible pre-Covid 19. As a result of this, we 
will be prioritising use of the pool for pupils with the highest physical 
needs so that we can give them the required hydrotherapy. It does mean 
that currently we will not be able to provide swimming lessons in the 
same way as we have in the past. We will be keeping the situation under 
regular review and hope to be able to resume swimming lessons when 
the situation allows. More information will be provided as the situation 
and guidance changes.  

Swimming 

We understand that there will be times when a pupil cannot attend school for a variety of reasons. If your 
child will not be attending school it is important that you telephone the school office. There is an answering 
machine which will record your message. You may also wish to email the class teacher as well. Thank you 
for your cooperation.  

Pupil Absences 

Diary dates 

Parents’ Consultation Evening – 22
nd

 September 2020 
Half term – 26

th
 – 30

th
 October 2020 

Occasional Day – 4
th
 December 2020 (School closed) 

End of Autumn Term – 18
th

 December 2020 @ 1pm 
Start of Spring Term – 5

th
 January 2021 

Parents’ Consultation Evening – 19
th
 January 2021 

Half term – 15
th
 -20

th
 February 2021 

World Book Day – 4
th
 March 2021 

End of Spring Term – 26
th
 March 2021 @ 1pm 
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Class messages  
 
Class 1 and 1S 

It has been lovely to see the pupils returning to Class 1 this week. We have enjoyed welcoming our new 
friends, Jodi, Alesha and Zak, and exploring our wonderful new playground! The children have coped        
incredibly well transitioning back into school life and becoming familiar with class routines. The have all been 
so happy coming in each day; although they are understandably tired as the week goes on! We have been 
learning to sit in group again and take part in Attention Autism sessions and Big Book session with our new 
focus story ‘Whatever the Weather’. The children have been most excited about seeing each other again 
and exploring new toys.  

Class 2 

It has been wonderful to see the children back at school and so 
settled. We have had some good fun on our new playground this 
week, playing on the climbing apparatus, with the new spinners 
and sitting together in our new tunnel den.  
 
We have also enjoyed learning about India which is our topic this 

term. So far, we have looked at the national bird of India which is 
the peacock and made some peacock pictures for our class    
display.  



  

Woodfield School 

Class 3 

Class 3 were super excited to be back at school! We have spent 
lots of time sharing what we got up to in the summer,  talking to 
our friends and taking turns! We have enjoyed  listening to our 
new Big Book ‘Peace at Last’ and have been learning about well-
being with a special Yoga and Mindfulness session where we 
also used Zones of Regulation to share how we were feeling after 
the session. Class 3 have enjoyed being outside socialising and 
communicating and have enjoyed using Class 2’s (also Purple 
Bubble) new playground! 

Class 4 have really enjoyed their first week back at school. It has 
been lovely to see the class back together and we are all super 
pleased with our amazing new playground! The pupils have settled 
back into routines well and have been enjoying our Big Book and 
sensory activities. Over the summer holidays, Class 4 were lucky 
to get 2 class pet guinea pigs, Woody and Buzz! The pupils have 
really enjoyed learning about how to look after them, meeting and 
cuddling them.   

Class 4 

It’s lovely to have all of Class 5 back in school. We have been very happy to be back learning to follow the 
routine of school and to see our peers. Class 5 pupils have been enjoying the new equipment on our play-
ground, enjoying learning outside as well as in class. We have particularly enjoyed learning to make layer 
puddings and have been loving our Attention Autism sessions.  

Class 5 
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It’s been wonderful to see everyone this week. We have all 
had a fantastic start to the term. Pupils have really enjoyed 
our story sessions based on the story of Hansel and Gretel 
and Ronald the Rhino. We have tended to a very overgrown 
allotment this week and are delighted with the carrots that 
have appeared. Pupils have really enjoyed sessions of Yoga 
and our very successful cooking of microwave cakes.   

Class 6   

The pupils in Class 7 have settled well during their first full week back 
at school and have welcomed a new member of the class. Everyone 
has approached the new routines of handwashing, cleaning and social 
distancing with enthusiasm. We have all enjoyed using the new and 
improved outdoor spaces and being able to spend time with our 
friends again has been wonderful.  In class we are learning about our 
emotions and how to recognise our feelings. Many of us have felt 
'excited' to be back at school, some of us have felt 'anxious' about the 
changes we are experiencing and all of us have felt 'tired' by the end 
of the week! 

Class 7   

Class 8 

Class 8 have had a fantastic start back and have settled 
into their classroom very well.  We are already working very 
hard on our ECHP targets, and of course all becoming    
expert at handwashing which we a learning to do, as      
independently as possible.  
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14-19 

The 14-19 group have been getting used to a new classroom with a 
new entrance and new toilet area.  Everyone has done really well at 
settling in, and we have been enjoying sensory activities, smoothly 
making and music.  We have also been making the most of the 
good weather by spending time outdoors. 

Everyone within Enterprise have settled back into school life so 
well. We are so proud of them. We’ve looked at the grounds of 
the Café and started to tidy it up. There is so much weeding to 
do! We’ve also started to put a shed together, and learning to 
use tools such as screwdrivers, has been an exciting challenge.  

Enterprise 
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As you are probably aware the school undertook extensive changes over the summer resulting in the 
change of use of several rooms within school. This is all in preparation for the increase in pupil numbers and 
the new building which we will hopefully be getting over the coming term.   
 
Over the past couple of years, the school has looked to improve the different play areas. The following   
classes have the opportunity to enjoy brand new learning and leisure spaces. Classes 1 & 1S, Class 2 and 
Class 4 now have access to fantastic spaces that really allow the pupils to explore play in safe and exciting 
environments. Vicki has worked very hard in planning and implementing this project, after liaising with the 
staff teams. In addition to these class areas, a patch of grassland that was often sodden and hard to use has 
been transformed with a stage area which provides an exciting alternative to the classroom for a range of 
activities and makes the space useable all year round. Pentagon Play – who also worked on the other    
playgrounds, have worked hard to ensure that the quality play spaces meet the high standards we wanted 
for our pupils. 

Class 1/1S 

Building Works 
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Class 2 

Class 4 

Main Playground 
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We would like to thank all families who have supported us in the opening of school by following the        
guidelines. These remain very unusual times 
 
The Coffee Shop will open to school staff initially and then to the wider school community later. More details 
will appear as they are finalised. 
 
It is unfortunate, especially at this time of year, but the guidance is clear that if a pupil presents with the 
symptoms of Covid 19 they will be sent home. The symptoms are: 
 

High temperature – feeling hot to the touch on their chest or back 
New persistent cough 
Loss of taste or smell – going off food or changing eating habits substantially 
 

If your child displays symptoms of COVID 19 in school they will be sent home and you will need to get them 
tested. If you can get your child tested and the result is ‘negative’ then they can return to school. If the result 
is positive or you cannot get your child tested, then they will have to remain at home for at least 10 days.  

Covid 19 


