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 Gill & Ian  

Co-Headteachers 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 
The half term has vanished and time has flown. So much has happened in such a small period of time.  
 
Just after releasing the last newsletter, in September, we had a confirmed case of Covid 19 and this        
resulted in closing the school for two days. What was both remarkable and unsurprising was how the whole 
school community came together and got through this adversity. Though the news was alarming for many, 
the response was a reflection of how strong a community we are. The messages of support were greatly 
appreciated. Fortunately the impact of the absent staff was assessed and the school able to reopen after 2 
days with contingency plans put in place. We cannot praise everyone enough for getting us through this 
period. With regards to the school team, everyone was fantastic, but particular thanks need to go to Vicki, 
Lucy and Susie for coordinating everything within the school itself.  
 
As this newsletter shows, the pupils have been continuing with school life as best they can – though the lack 
of opportunities within the community is something that we desperately miss. At times of necessity, we have 
opted to operate classes in a ‘care capacity’ in order to avoid the need to close. Life in classes has however 
continued to be engaging and purposeful. As the classes have indicated, though things are disrupted,  
learning still happens and the results have continued to be amazing. It is lovely to see smiles and that buzz 
of activity return throughout the school.  
 
We are now finding a sense of normality, though that is very much subject to change. We expect changes to 
happen as the situation across the country changes but we will continue to keep everyone informed and 
work with you.  
 
The next newsletter will come out at the end of the Autumn Term 
 
Wishing you all a very happy half term 
 
Take Care and Keep safe, 



DIARY DATES 
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 Half term – 26
th
 – 30

th
 October 2020 

 Occasional Day – 4
th
 December 2020 SCHOOL CLOSED 

 End of Autumn Term – 18
th
 December 2020 @ 1pm 

 Start of Spring Term – 5
th
 January 2021 

 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 19
th
 January 2021 - TBC 

 End of Spring Term – 26
th
 March 2021 @ 1pm 

 Start of Summer Term – 13
th
 April 2021 

 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 27
th
 April 2021 – TBC 

 May Day Bank Holiday – 3
rd

 May 2021 

 Half term – 31
st
 May – 4

th
 June 2021 

CHRISTMAS 

Christmas is traditionally a time where we try to get together and share the joy of singing and being with each 
other. Unfortunately this year  certain events will have to be cancelled, which is a great shame. The      
Christmas Service in Leverstock Green Church is a loved event that cannot take place this year. A variation 
will be explored as it is a  wonderful link with the community but there will not be a whole school event. Other 
events that happen within the school will be reviewed  and a decision made as to whether they will continue 
or be cancelled. We still aim to have the Christmas lunch. It won’t take place in the hall or the dining room but 
that collective spirit will still occur within classrooms. It is a time where certain  traditions, such as wearing   
Christmas hats, having decorations around and listening to Christmas songs  happen – these will still take 
place. Santa’s visit is still something that we are sure will happen. More about that nearer the time.  
 
In a nutshell – Christmas isn’t cancelled, it’ll be happening, but in a different way. We would love to involve 
the whole community but accept that this year that is not going to be possible.  

HEALTH AND SAFETY EXECUTIVE 

On Friday 16
th
 October, an inspector from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) visited school to look at the 

practices and policies of the school with respect to Covid 19. He was very impressed with the efforts that  
everyone within the Woodfield Community were undertaking. He observed the pupils entering the school and  
processes we have created for safely managing a lot of traffic (both cars and people!) on the site at the same 
time and was impressed with what he saw. The Inspector also went around the school, with his mask on, and 
looked at the general environment and talked to individual staff about what was happening in response to 
Covid 19 and, again he was very impressed.  
 
We found the visit very reassuring and hope that everyone will draw some confidence in how the school is 
operating to keep everyone safe. 
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PARENTS AND CARERS THAT ARE SELF-ISOLATING 

We’ve been asked for guidance when a parent or carer has been asked to self-isolate as a close contact of 
someone who has tested positive for coronavirus but does not have coronavirus themselves and has no 
symptoms. We understand the rules are complicated, but in a similar way to children who are asked to     
self-isolate as part of a school bubble, only the person requested to self-isolate must follow the guidance 
unless the circumstances change. We hope the below information is helpful for your next update to parent 
and carers; 

If you are a parent or carer and have been asked to self-isolate as part of a bubble at work or because you 
have come into close contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus – you must follow the 
national self-isolation guidance and stay at home for 14 days: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/ 

 This applies even if you have no symptoms and/or you have received a negative test result as it can 
take 14 days for transmission 

 Self-isolation rules do not apply to the rest of your household, they can still attend work or school and 
complete day to day tasks in line with Government guidance 

 If you develop symptoms while self-isolating, your entire household must begin self-isolating           
immediately 

 If you would normally travel with your child(ren) to nursery, school or college, alternative arrangements 
should be made 

 If you cannot make alternative travel arrangements for your child(ren), then they too must stay at 
home. Please contact your school or education setting directly for advice on remote learning in this 
situation 

Please do not send your child(ren) to school if they have any symptoms of coronavirus. If you’re not sure, 
consult the online NHS symptom checker at: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

Only book a test if you or your child(ren) develop symptoms, book at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus or call 119 if 
you do not have internet access. 

The October edition of SEND News is accessible via the link below:   
https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/19-october-2020 
There are updates about SEND services in Hertfordshire as well as information on events, support 
groups, services and much more. If you have not seen the SEND Newsletter it is worth having a look at. 
There are also some fab photos of some of our pupils on the newsletter taken when we had the HCC 
photoshoot.  

SEND NEWS (formerly HAND SEND news) 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
http://www.nhs.uk/coronavirus
https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/19-october-2020
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CLASS MESSAGES 

Class 1 

This past fortnight we have been focusing on Handa’s Surprise as part of Black History Month. We have    
enjoyed listening to the story and printing with fruit. We have also enjoyed using a Clicker grid to choose   
different African songs to listen too. We have  continued to learn about the weather; particularly focusing on 
rain and thunder. The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring umbrellas and the thunder drum, and are 
starting to recognise the different symbols and resources linked to different types of weather. As part of our 
Judaism focus we have explored Matzos crackers as part of our touch and taste session, which the   children 
enjoyed. 

Class 1S have been learning about weather this term and we have really enjoyed our Big Book Story, 
'Whatever the Weather' and exploring the objects related to the story. We have learnt to hold up umbrellas 
too, while the water spray was used ! The class have made weather themed sensory bottles and have also 
carried out some sponge printing to make a cloudy picture.  

Class 1s 
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Class 2 

Class 3 

Through Big Book Class 2 have explored India. We have enjoyed a sensory story where we travel to India 
to experience different sights, sounds, tastes and smells. We have also learnt about different animals found 
in India, different foods from India and different festivals celebrated in India.  
 
We have explored how Rangoli patterns can be made and then made our own. We have made art work 
with different media to show the animals found in India. We have ground spices and smelled each one.  
 
Class 2 have also really enjoyed their refurbished playground and all the new equipment to climb, explore 
and make music with.  

This half term Class 3 have been learning to extend their communication and develop independence and 
self-help skills; learning through many different topics and sessions. We have also enjoyed Attention Autism 
which has had a focus on personal care! The teeth brushing and hair washing were our favorites!
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Class 4 

Class 5 

Class 4 are very happy to be back together and have been enjoying their new playground. We are really  
enjoying our big book story ‘Barry the Fish with Fingers’ and have been learning to do some of the activities 
from the story such as using puppets, finger painting and cutting with scissors. In creativity we have been 
making sensory paint bags, using our communication aids to choose the colours, mixing the colours together 
and then using these to create pre-writing shapes and letters. Judaism week was lots of fun; we particularly 
liked making our own Seder Plates with symbols of our favourite foods. 

Pupils have settled back into Class 5 and are very happy to be back learning together.  We have been    
learning to follow instructions and recipes in a variety of activities.  We have made our own sensory bags to 
mix different coloured paint and communicate about what we have found out.  We have made our own layer 
puddings developing our skills opening packets, making preferences and choices of what to put in them, as 
well as continuing to develop our skills to cut fruit. The addition of ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ has become a very 
popular day in Class 5 especially when we have been learning to develop our social play skills learning to 
play different games with the parachute! 
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Class 6 

Class 7 

This half term, we welcomed Toby to Class 6. We really enjoyed making the most of our outside space with 
lots of time spent enjoying the gym area and working on our football skills in PE. Our allotment has blossomed 
over the summer holiday including a very good harvest of carrots. We have continued to focus on our        
independence skills with pupils working to complete a range of tasks as independently as possible.  

Class 7 have had a great start to the term and all the pupils have adjusted really well to being back at school. 
We have been playing lots of turn taking games and learning to interact with one another after so long apart! 
We have been learning about our different emotions and how to stay calm and ready to learn at school. We 
are all enjoying the story of 'The Colour Monster' and have made a lovely display in the classroom about our 
different emotions. Everyone has also enjoyed our cooking lessons during which we are learning to count, 
measure, use a microwave, taste new things and tidy up. This term we are making chocolate mug cakes - a 
big hit with everyone! The outdoor gym area is also proving popular as we spend time outside together. 
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Class 8 

Class 8 have had a busy first half of the Autumn term.  We have particularly enjoyed our Me and My Creativity 
sessions, where we have been focusing on natural art.  This has involved us collecting resources from the 
school grounds and then using them to make different pieces of art such, as self-portraits. We have also     
engaged well in our themed topics including Black History Month.  We loved listening to some music and 
making our own traffic lights after learning about their inventor, Garrett Morgan. 



Class 14-19 

Enterprise 
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This term we have been getting used to our new classroom.  We have been concentrating on AQA Awards 
and learning for life as we continue to learn how to stay safe during these strange times.  We have been   
using the school grounds for our outdoor learning and have been learning basic cleaning skills in the      
classroom. Everyone has taken part in learning to use a mop, duster and vacuum cleaner.  We enjoyed the 
RE focus week and have loved making (and tasting) smoothies!  Students have been very busy and I ’m sure 
they are looking forward to the half term break! 

The Enterprise Group have settled into their new routine beautifully this year. We are focusing on keeping 
our bodies healthy and are participating in twice daily exercise routines run by Diane. As part of our Staff 
Lunch service on Wednesdays, the students have added two new delicious items to the menu, a chicken 
and mushroom puff pastry and a root vegetable vegan shortcrust pastry. Chrissy is supporting the students 
to work towards their AQA Award in ironing so that they can be responsible for keeping their uniforms clean 
and smart for the Coffee Shop. All the students have enjoyed being back at school and continue to practice 
their work-related learning skills; great job Enterprise Group! 
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COFFEE SHOP 

The Coffee Shop has been open to staff only and hard work has been done to make the Coffee Shop Covid 
19 secure. All guidance about opening a shop has been implemented and followed.  
 
The students have adapted well to the new rules and to wearing face coverings when needed.  Hopefully 
very soon we can re-open to everyone so please look out for this to happen. 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

This October the whole school has taken part in Black History Month. Pupils have been learning about        
diversity, equality and community. Each week we have focused on a different topic.  

Week 1 was the topic ‘We are all Equal’ where classes listened to the story ‘We are all Different’ and created 
individual handprints to represent individuality.  

In Week 2 classes were learning about influential black inventors and scientists and were inspired to create, 
invent, and explore inventions! Some classes made traffic lights inspired by Garrett Morgan whilst some made 
light boxes inspired by Lewis Latimer.  

Week 3 classes learnt about music and culture including Carnival! After Half Term, classes will finish with a 
week inspired by food!   
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
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COVID 19 

Though this has been a very difficult time, we are learning what life will be like for the foreseeable future. We 
would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all as adaptions and disruptions have proceeded but   
everyone has pulled together.  
 
Staffing, at times, remains tight with the impact of Covid 19 affecting not just individual staff members but their 
families – this is true of everyone. So far we have managed to maintain some form of provision and not had to 
close a class. We will continue to strive to maintain this but please be aware that we will not necessarily know 
the staffing situation until close to 9am.  

Though this pandemic throws some difficult decisions everyone’s way, we really appreciate the efforts made 
by families in adhering to the guidelines regarding Covid-19 and for the communication you have with us. 
 
Due to the current Covid-19 situation there has been a significant increase in the number of parents and    
carers bringing pupils to school, which has resulted in a greater number of vehicles coming onto the school 
site.  As we have gone through the term changes have been implemented, which has resulted in some having 
to wait at the beginning and end of the day. A new system has been implemented and we would like to extend 
our thanks to everyone for accommodating those changes. This has resulted in a safer environment for all. 
The positive response from the HSE validates the efforts made by all. As ever, this will constantly be           
reviewed.  


