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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we come to the end of what has been another extremely busy and strange half term, we would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support throughout what has been the most unprecedented 
year ever. Although we have needed to close some groups over the term due to the impact of COVID, we have 
tried to keep disruption to a minimum as best we can. As we now enter into the season of bad weather, we are 
hopeful that, at the time of writing this, it looks like we will make it to the end of term without any disruption from 
snow….fingers crossed!!  
 
As we hope you are aware from a recent email from Kate, our Co-Chair of Governors, we have both agreed to 
continue working as Co-Heads for the Spring term, whilst the Headteacher recruitment process takes 
place….no early retirement for Gill…just yet! We will update you further towards the end of next term regarding 
the result of the Headteacher recruitment and plans for the Summer term. We are both very happy to continue 
working together as Co-Heads and look forward to continuing to move the school forward through what will no 
doubt be another interesting and challenging term.      
 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year. 
 
Take care...stay safe 
 
Gill and Ian 

   



  

Woodfield School 

On Friday the 13th November pupils and staff had fun raising money for Children in Need. Due to our      
current pandemic situation events were run in our bubble groups rather than whole school.  However, this 
didn’t stop everyone having a fun day. Your support for this worthwhile charity has been fantastic. A huge 
thank you for all your support and generosity for Children in Need 2020…. we raised an amazing £307.  

CHILDREN IN NEED DAY 



  

Woodfield School 

This half term our RE focus week has focused on Hinduism. Pupils explored Hinduism through different 
sensory mediums including art and music, Diwali themed 'Attention Autism' sessions and creating Rangoli 
and Mendhi patterns as well as making Diva lamps. Some classes tried different Hindu foods during ‘Touch 
and Taste’ sessions and used their different communication aids to comment on the different tastes! Some 
classes learnt about the different Hindu Gods and explored the different Hindu festivals. Much fun was had! 

RE FOCUS WEEK 



 

 

Woodfield School 

CAROLS ROUND THE TREE  

The last Tuesday of the Autumn Term is traditionally when we hold our Carols Round The Tree in the 
school’s Dell.  This year we went virtual and pupils were sent a pack home containing items to help them 
create their own Carols Round The Tree.  A link on the school’s website takes you to a video of Christmas 
songs played by Nyree with Susie, Cara and Paul leading the singing and some video links from The Dell 
and outside the school.  If you have not yet had a chance to take part, the link will still be there during the 
Christmas holidays. 
 
We would like to extend particular thanks to those mentioned above, especially Paul and his class team who 
put the packs together. The responses from families have been very much appreciated. 



Woodfield School 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

Lilac Bubble has been making a variety of items to sell as part of our Christmas Fayre. Pupils have taken 

part in activates to make, Herb boxes, Christmas decorations, Reindeer food, Candle dishes, Mincemeat, 

Peppermint creams, Christmas cakes and Christmas Hot Chocolate. After some wonderful donations we 

were also able to produce five Christmas hampers which were then raffled. In total, Lilac Bubble has       

managed to raise almost £300. Thank You to everyone who has contributed towards the event.  

Other classes and Bubbles have also made items. Both Class 1 and 1S made Photo Calendars and 
held a raffle. In Class 2, Decorations were made. Class 3 made Wreaths, which were greatly         
appreciated. Lilac Bubble worked together, as described above. Candy Cane decorations were     
produced by Class 7. Class 8 offered Fudge and Wreaths, 14-19 made a range of produce very    
similar to Lilac Bubble, with Enterprise making Tea Cup Candles along with Reindeer Food.  
 
We were determined to try and keep as many of the Christmas events as possible and though the 

selling/fayre experience was removed, other aspects carried on and much fun was had by all. We 

continue to appreciate all of the support offered by families and their friends in supporting events 

such as these as they give a great opportunity to delve into the world of work and so forms an      

important element of our careers curriculum. 

      



Woodfield School 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT AT CHURCH 

On Tuesday the 15
th
 the whole School took part in our Annual 

Christmas Concert! Each class had a Christmas song that they had 
practised in class with Nyree and this was filmed and put together 
with Readings from some of our pupils. Class 1 and 2 sang 
‘Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer’ and looked lovely in their    
Christmas jumpers and Rudolph antlers! Class 3 and 4 sang ‘I want 
a Hippopotamus for Christmas’ and Class 5 and 6 sang ‘Merry 
Christmas Everyone’ and wowed us with some Green Screen    
editing! Class 7 sang ‘Mary’s Boy Child’, Class 8 ‘Hallelujah’ and  
14-19 and Axis sang ‘Silent Night’ and used the playing field and         
allotment as their backdrop. All Classes joined a festive encore for 

‘We wish you a Merry Christmas’ and ‘Jingle Bells.’ Our Christmas 
Concert usually takes place at Holy Trinity Church in Leverstock 
Green and it was lovely to see Rev Lizzie Hood who also added 
Christmas wishes and prayers to the video service!  

Well done to all our pupils for fantastic singing, signing and switch 
use and a big thank you to Cara for organising! 

  



  

Woodfield School 

During the week beginning the 7th December we were lucky to have a visit from Colourscape! Each class 
took turns to explore the hall, which had been transformed! For some pupils this was a brand new experience, 
whilst some pupils were very excited to explore the colour screens and sculptures once again - only this time 
in school rather than at Waddesdon Manor. The sound boards and microphones were particular favourites!  
 
Classes explored the colourful screens and psychedelic sounds in small groups and immersed themselves in 
the experience!  
 
Thank you to Lucy and Colourscape for organising a fantastic week! 

 

COLOURSCAPE 
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Woodfield School 

This has been an incredibly hard term for all concerned. As you may be aware, there have been many        
situations where staffing has been tight. Moving staff from one area of the school to another can only happen 
in a limited way at the moment so normal practices of supporting classes from within has been limited. Despite 
this we are proud that we have been able to provide continuous provision for the vast majority of the pupils. 
We would like to extend our appreciation to all families where this has not been possible for their                 
understanding 
 
An email was sent recently regarding the end of term, it is repeated here for your convenience: 
 
As you may be aware, there has been information in the news recently about allowing schools to close early 
for the Christmas break. We have decided not to do this and will be keeping to our current term dates.     
Therefore, the school will close on Friday 18

th
 December at 1pm as planned.  

 
Even during the Christmas break, it is important that the school is informed of any 
confirmed cases of Covid-19, especially up to Christmas Eve. The government also, 
recently, have changed the isolation rules. Now, if you are isolating, it now needs to 
be for 10 days. 
 
If your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) at any point during the Christ-
mas break, please notify us as soon as possible so we can complete the relevant 
tracking and tracing process with public health, if required, and notify any other chil-
dren or staff who have been close contacts and who need to self-isolate.  
 
 During the holidays you should contact covid-19@woodfield.herts.sch.uk – this will 
only be monitored until Christmas Eve as after this point your child(ren) 
shouldn’t be a close contact of anyone at the school. Please don ’t call the main 
school phone number as this won’t be covered during the Christmas break.  
 
 Remember as soon as your child or any member of your household develops 
symptoms, they must start self-isolating immediately and book a test regard-
less of it being Christmas.  
 
 Main symptoms of coronavirus are:  

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 If you’re not sure whether symptoms suggest that they have COVID-19 or an eve-
ryday cough or cold, you can consult this online NHS symptom checker: https://
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  

Please do not send children back to school if any of the following     apply: 

 they have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended 
family or friends they have seen and bubbles at holiday activities and sports clubs) 
have tested positive for COVID-19 

 they haven’t completed the full 10-day isolation period requested 
 

Self-isolating is one of the most important things we can all do to help stop the 
spread of the virus and protect our loved ones and the vulnerable. You can read the 
HCC helpful self-isolating guide at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide  

 If you or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with 
things like shopping, getting medication or financial advice, visit: 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus  

COVID UPDATE 

mailto:covid-19@woodfield.herts.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus
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SEND NEWS (formerly HAND SEND news) 

PARENTS EVENING  

Our next parents evening is scheduled to be on Tuesday 19
th
 January 2021 from 4.00 – 6.30 pm. Due to the 

current COVID situation we are looking into whether we run parents evening face to face or virtually. This will 
be dependent on Government guidance in January. We will give you further information nearer the time. 
Please put the date in your diary.  

The November edition of SEND News is accessible via the link below:   
https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/  
 
There are updates about transforming SEND services in Hertfordshire as well as information on events, support 
groups, services and much more. If you have not seen the SEND Newsletter it is worth having a look at. There 
are also some fab photos of some of our pupils on the newsletter.  

We are pleased to welcome 3 Teaching Assistants who have joined us this half term - Kat working in         
Enterprise Group, Joe working in Class 4 and Hazel working in Class 5. We are also pleased to welcome Katy 
who has joined us as a Nursery Nurse working in classes across the school. We are also pleased to welcome 
Priscilla who has joined us as an MSA working in Class 4 and Sharon working as an MSA in our 14-19 group.   
  

We hope all the new staff are settling into school life and enjoying being part of the Woodfield team.   
 
Next term we will welcoming two new Teaching Assistants who will be joining us; Terry who will be working in 
14-19 and Kelly who will be working in Class 4. 

NEW STAFF 

At the end of last half term, we said goodbye to Diane, Teaching Assistant in Enterprise Group, who left us 
after working at Woodfield for over 4 years, to move on to a new role working with adults with learning          
difficulties in a social care setting. We hope Diane is settling well into her new role. 
 
We also say goodbye to Debbie, Teaching Assistant in Class 4, who is leaving us at the end of this term after 
working at Woodfield for 5 years. Debbie is looking forward to spending precious time with her family. We wish 
Debbie all the best for the future.     

GOODBYES 

https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
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CONTACT DETAILS 

PLEASE remember to keep us up to date with contact details if you move house, change your phone number 
or emergency contact numbers. It is really important that we can contact you if we need to. Parentmail is one 
of the ways we can remind you of important dates/events and therefore we need to make sure we have the 
correct contact details or you may miss out. on things  

Unfortunately this term we seem to have suffered from several bouts of sick-
ness and diarrhoea amongst children and staff. We have many children who 
attend the school who are vulnerable to infection, or due to their special needs 
find it very difficult to cope with illness. We would like to take this opportunity to 
remind you that children should not attend if they are not well. They will not  
benefit from being at school if they are ill and may pass on infection to others. If 
your child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting they must have a 48 hour period clear 
from symptoms before they can return to school.  
 
The school reserves the right to notify parents and ask them to collect 
their child if it is deemed they are unwell and should not attend school.   

ILLNESS (non COVID related) 

 

Just in case we have a spell of bad weather in the New Year we would like to remind you of our procedures if 
we need to close school due to severe winter weather conditions.  If the weather conditions deteriorate during 
the evening or overnight we will make a decision as early as possible in order to give you as much notice as 
we can.  You will be notified by text via Parentmail and an email; plus a message will be put on the front page 
of our website and on our Facebook page.  School closure information will also be available on local radio.  
 
We will also be liaising with the transport companies when making decisions about school closure due to bad 
weather as they themselves may make the decision not to send their buses out. 
  
Should we need to close school during the school day due to deteriorating weather conditions we will liaise 
with transport to organise getting the buses to come and pick the children up early.  If your son/daughter does 
not use HCC transport you will need to come and pick your child up if we are closing school.  We will contact 
all parents via Parentmail with a text asking you to call school.  We will ensure we keep the main phone line 
open for return calls.  After 15 minutes we will then start making phone calls to those parents we have not 
heard from so that we make sure we have made contact with all parents.  
  
Whilst we hope we don’t have disruptive snow next term please make sure you have appropriate emergency 
arrangements in place should we need to close school in an emergency.   

WEATHER WARNING REMINDER 



DIARY DATES 
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DIARY DATES 

Please can we take this opportunity to remind you that if, at any time, you do not require transport to pick up 
your son/daughter in the morning or at end of the school day, please remember to contact your child’s 
transport company to let them know.  We have had a few occasions when buses have turned up unnecessarily 
at the end of the day and children have gone home early because e.g. they were poorly/had an appointment 
etc. and transport had not been informed. Please note that school staff are not responsible for letting transport 
know if a pupil does not need picking up.  

HCC TRANSPORT 

 End of Autumn Term – 18
th

 December 2020 @ 1pm 

 Start of Spring Term – 5
th
 January 2021 

 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 19
th
 January 2021  

 End of Spring Term – 26
th
 March 2021 @ 1pm 

 Start of Summer Term – 13
th
 April 2021 

 Parents’ Consultation Evening – 27
th
 April 2021 – TBC 

 May Day Bank Holiday – 3
rd

 May 2021 

 Half term – 31
st
 May – 4

th
 June 2021 

 End of Summer Term – 22
nd

 July 2021 @ 1pm 

UPDATE ON BUILDING WORK 

As you will hopefully be aware from previous information sent out, we are due to be increasing our pupil     
numbers to 120, which is an exciting development for the school. Building work to enable this increase should 
have taken place earlier this year, but due to the coronavirus pandemic there has been a significant delay.  Part 
of the building work did actually take place in the main school building over the summer holidays, but the 
planned replacement of the existing Lodge building was delayed. We have however now had confirmation that 
this second part of the building work will be starting on 4

th
 January 2021. This is really good news as it means 

we will be able to go ahead with increasing our numbers on roll once the building, and staffing, is in place.  
 
The existing Lodge building will be demolished and will be replaced with a much larger building which will     
include 2 classrooms, 2 meeting rooms, a cookery room, a work related kitchen, a shop area, toilets and a  
multi-purpose creative development room for music and art.  
 
The building work is expected to take approximately 16 weeks and is due to be completed by 23

rd
 April 2021. 

There will inevitably be some disruption whilst this work is taking place. The Lodge end of the carpark will be 
fenced off and will not be accessible for parking as it will become part of the building site whilst the work is    
taking place. There will also not be any access through the blue gate leading to the Lodge/Coffee Shop. Our     
Enterprise Group students are moving their class base and will temporarily be based in the mobile home at the 
back of school – their entrance from January will therefore be through the airlock gate. The queue for this     
entrance is along the main footpath into school.   
 
Whilst we will try to ensure minimum disruption, please bear with us whilst this building work takes place. We 
are really looking forward to having our new building ….it will be lovely when it’s finished! 


