
Spring Term No: 1  2021 

Woodfield School 
Malmes Croft, Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP3 8RL 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This half term has yet again gone really quickly, but has been another very strange and quieter time in school 
due to the continued pandemic situation we remain in.  We have continued to make the best sense we can of 
the constantly changing guidance over the term as well as implementing and getting used to the regular          
lateral flow testing of staff. We have unfortunately had some positive cases amongst the staff which has     
resulted in us needing to close bubbles and require staff and pupils to isolate. We appreciate this is not ideal, 
and we have tried to keep disruption to a minimum, but closures have been necessary to try and keep       
everyone safe. Thankfully the staff who have tested positive for Covid are on the mend and we are hopeful 
they will soon make a full recovery. 
 
At the time of writing it looks like we might just make it to the end of term without disruption due to snow … 
here’s hoping we will get through the next half term without snow!! 
 
Thank you all for your ongoing support of the school through what is a challenging time for us all – it is very 
much appreciated. Wishing you all a happy half term holiday. 
 
Take care…stay safe 
 
Gill and Ian 
 
 
 
 



  

Woodfield School 

RE FOCUS WEEK 

Our RE focus week this half term has focused on Chinese New Year. In school we have been learning about 
how Chinese New Year is celebrated.  Pupils have taken part in different art activities and have learned 
about the origins of Chinese New Year and how this is celebrated.  Everyone enjoyed the story of ‘Dragon in 
the City’ and making our own Dragons, Lanterns and Lucky Fish.  
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Woodfield School 

COVID UPDATE 

It has continued to be a difficult term for all as we settle into yet another lockdown. There have been many 
situations where staffing has been tight and we have tried as best we can to keep classes running. We are, 
however, pleased that we have been able to provide provision for the vast majority of the pupils for whom it 
has been requested. We would like to extend our appreciation to all families for their understanding where it 
has not been possible to provide exactly what has been requested.  
 
Similar to the situation during the Christmas break, we are required to keep track of any positive cases of 
Covid-19 which occur over the February half term break. With this in mind: 
 

 If your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) at any point during the half 
term break, please notify us as soon as possible so we can complete the relevant 
tracking and tracing process with public health, if required, and notify any other  
children or staff who have been close contacts and who need to self-isolate.  

 

 During the holidays you should contact covid-19@woodfield.herts.sch.uk  this will 
be monitored regularly throughout the week. Please don’t call the main school 
phone line as this won’t be covered during half term break.  

  
Remember as soon as your child or any member of your household develops 
symptoms, they must start self-isolating immediately and book a test.  
  
Main symptoms of coronavirus are:  

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 
or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste 
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

  
If you’re not sure whether symptoms suggest that they have COVID-19 or an  everyday 
cough or cold, you can consult this online NHS symptom checker: https://www.nhs.uk/
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/  
  
Please do not send children back to school if any of the following apply: 

 they have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended 
family or friends they have seen and bubbles at holiday activities and sports clubs) 
have tested positive for COVID-19 

 they haven’t completed the full 14-day isolation period requested 
  

Self-isolating is one of the most important things we can all do to help stop the spread of 
the virus and protect our loved ones and the vulnerable. You can read the HCC helpful 
self-isolating guide at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide  
  
If you or your family are affected by COVID-19 and need support locally with things like 
shopping, getting medication or financial advice, visit: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
coronavirus 

mailto:covid-19@woodfield.herts.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/coronavirus


 

 

Woodfield School 

UPDATE ON BUILDING WORK 

As you will hopefully be aware from previous information sent out, we are due to be increasing our pupil   
numbers to 120, which is an exciting development for the school. Building work to enable this increase should 
have taken place earlier this year, but due to the coronavirus pandemic there was a significant delay.       
However we are pleased to say that on 6

th
 January the builders arrived on site to start the building work.  

 
The existing Lodge building has now been demolished, the site cleared and the groundwork has been      
completed ready for the new building. The builders have informed us that the first half of the new building will 
be craned onto site over the half term break, and currently all work seems to be on track to be completed by 
23rd April 2021. The builders have also this week started on the alterations to the carpark to provide more 
parking spaces.   
 
We are really looking forward to having our new building ….it will be lovely when it’s finished! 



  

Woodfield School 

UPDATE ON BUILDING WORK 

‘THE MUSIC MACHINE’ WITH ELECTIC UMBRELLA 

Every Wednesday afternoon as part of our ‘Wellbeing 
Wednesdays,’ classes have been taking part in ‘The Music 
Machine’ sessions led by Electric Umbrella online.  We have 
enjoyed these fabulous interactive music sessions. Pupils and 
staff have been joining in singing and dancing in these very fun 
and energetic sessions since the beginning of Spring term.  
Pupils have been learning to sing along, make different sounds 
and listen to different types of music.  We have been really 
enjoying listening to musicians entertaining us and sharing 
different musical instruments and musical styles with us. It has 
been fantastic to see some of our pupils on screen accessing 
these sessions from home. Remember you can access these 
sessions at home on Wednesdays; they begin at 1.30pm. On 
Wednesdays before the show, please go to https://
www.electricumbrella.co.uk/musicmachine  and click on “Join 
the Session”.  You will be asked a couple of simple questions 
and will gain access to the actual links for both Zoom and 
YouTube Live.  These links will be available from 12:30 on 
Wednesdays, and will change every week. Everyone is         
welcome to join the fun! 

https://www.electricumbrella.co.uk/musicmachine
https://www.electricumbrella.co.uk/musicmachine


  

Woodfield School 

SENSORY ROOM REFURBISHMENT 

We have been very fortunate to have some matched funding from a very generous benefactor which has 
enabled us to go ahead with plans to completely refurbish our sensory room. The sensory room had become 
quite dated so Samantha has worked hard to design and plan for us to have a lovely new sensory space. 
Mike Ayres’ sensory company are doing the work and they have been in school over the past couple of 
weeks fitting out the room. Staff will have training on how to use all the lovely new equipment, and we are 
sure the pupils will all enjoy having a wonderful time in the new room developing their sensory skills.  
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Woodfield School 

PARENTS EVENING  

Unfortunately due to the ongoing lockdown situation we had to  
cancel our parents’ evening planned for the beginning of term. It is 
looking unlikely that we will be able to have a parents’ evening next 
half term in the same format as we usually have, therefore, instead 
of a parents’ evening we have asked teachers to book a virtual 
meeting with parents at a convenient time during the week         
beginning Monday 1

st
 March. This will be a 15 minute meeting to 

discuss your child’s progress, targets’ and any remote learning 
feedback. Hopefully we will be able to have a more traditional style 
parents evening at the start of the summer term. We will keep you 
updated regarding this.     

SEND NEWS (formerly HAND SEND news) 

The January edition of SEND News is accessible via the link below:   
https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/  
 
There are updates about SEND services in Hertfordshire including integrated therapy service, short breaks 
virtual offer and family centres as well as information on events, support groups and much more. If you have 
not seen the SEND Newsletter it is worth having a look at. There are also some fab photos of some of our 
pupils on the newsletter.  

NEW STAFF 

We are pleased to welcome Terry and Kelly who have joined us 
this term as Teaching Assistants. Kelly is working in Class 4 and 
Terry is working in our 14-19 Group.  
  
We hope they are settling into school life and enjoying being part 
of the Woodfield team.  

GOODBYE 

At the end of January we said goodbye to Hannah, teaching assistant in 
Class 5, who left us in order to take up a support role in a school nearer 
to home. We wish Hannah all the best for the future.  

https://sendnews.hertfordshire.gov.uk/


  

Woodfield School 

CONTACT DETAILS  

PLEASE remember to keep us up to date with contact details if you move house, change 
your phone number or emergency contact numbers. It is really important that we can 
contact you if we need to. Parentmail is one of the ways we can remind you of important 
dates/events and therefore we need to make sure we have the correct contact details or 
you may miss out on things.  

ILLNESS (non COVID related) 

Unfortunately this term we seem to have continued to suffer from several 
bouts of sickness and diarrhoea amongst children and staff. We have many 
children who attend the school who are vulnerable to infection, or due to their 
special needs find it very difficult to cope with illness. We would like to take 
this opportunity to remind you that children should not attend if they are not 
well. They will not benefit from being at school if they are ill and may pass on 
infection to others. If your child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting they must have 
a 48 hour period clear from symptoms before they can return to school. The 
school reserves the right to notify parents and ask them to collect their 
child if it is deemed they are unwell and should not attend school.   

WEATHER WARNING REMINDER 

Just in case we have a spell of bad weather over the next half term, we would like to remind you of our      
procedures if we need to close school due to severe winter weather conditions.  If the weather conditions  
deteriorate during the evening or overnight we will make a decision as early as possible in order to give you 
as much notice as we can.  You will be notified by text via Parentmail and an email; plus a message will be 
put on the front page of our website and on our Facebook page.  School closure information will also be 
available on local radio.  
 
We will also be liaising with the transport companies when making decisions about school closure due to bad 
weather as they themselves may make the decision not to send their buses out. 
  
Should we need to close school during the school day due to deteriorating weather conditions we will liaise 
with transport to organise getting the buses to come and pick the children up early.  If your son/daughter 
does not use HCC transport you will need to come and pick your child up if we are closing school.  We will 
contact all parents via Parentmail with a text asking you to call school.  We will ensure we keep the main 
phone line open for return calls.  After 15 minutes we will then start making phone calls to those parents we 
have not heard from so that we make sure we have made contact with all parents.  
  
Whilst we hope we don’t have disruptive snow next term please make sure you have appropriate  emergency 
arrangements in place should we need to close school in an emergency  



 

 

Woodfield School 

HCC TRANSPORT 

Please can we take this opportunity to remind you that if, at any time, you do not require transport to pick up 
your son/daughter in the morning or at end of the school day, please remember to contact your child ’s transport 
company to let them know.  We have had a few occasions when buses have turned up unnecessarily at the end 
of the day and children have gone home early because e.g. they were poorly/had an appointment etc. and 
transport had not been informed. Please note that school staff are not responsible for letting transport know if a 
pupil does not need picking up.  

DIARY DATES 

Half term: Monday 15
th
 – Friday 19

th
 February 2020 

World Book Day:  Thursday 4
th
 March 2021 

End of Spring Term:  Friday 26
th
 March 2021 @ 1pm 

INSET day: Monday 12
th
 April 2021 – school closed to pupils 

Summer Term starts: 13
th
 April 2021 

Parents’ Consultation Evening: Tuesday 27
th
 April 2021 – TBC 

May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 3
rd

 May 2021 
Half term:  Monday 31

st
 May – Friday 4

th
 June 2021 

Leavers Prom: Wednesday 14
th
 July 2020 - TBC 

Awards/Leavers Assembly: Thursday 22
nd

 July 2020 Primary at 9.30; Secondary at 10.45 - TBC 
End of Summer Term:  Thursday 22

nd
 July 2021 @ 1pm 

REMINDER RE MONDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 

The lateral flow testing regime we have put in place for staff this term has proved very effective in  identifying 
those who are asymptomatic and in ensuring that those who work with the pupils are Covid 19 free. We are 
now testing staff twice a week; it is very important that we aim to keep the school as Covid 19 secure a place 
as possible for all.   
  
In order to maintain this and ensure a safe return to school following the half term break, we will be mass 
testing all staff on Monday 22

nd
 February prior to them working with the children. This will help identify any 

asymptomatic cases and help both protect everyone and limit any potential spread which might result in a full 
or partial future closure.  
  
In order to enable us to do this, school will open at 10:30 instead of 9:00 on Monday 22

nd
 February for those 

pupils who currently have provision on site.  Transport has been informed about this by the Local Authority.  
 
We are looking at further requests for provision on an individual basis, whilst obviously being mindful of 
keeping numbers to the safest level as possible during this current lockdown.  Those who have asked for 
provision or additional provision after half term will be contacted individually. 
 
We wait to hear what the Government plans are for schools from 8th March and will be in touch regarding a 
fuller opening of school once we know more. 


