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MESSAGE FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have an extra newsletter this week to celebrate all the work that we undertook in 
school for Black History Month.  Have a look at our pupils learning about themselves 
and their place in the world, as well as celebrating particular cultures and food. 
 
The newsletter will return next week to its usual format. 
 
I wish you and your families a good weekend, 
 
 
Best Wishes, 



 

 

 

 

Woodfield School 

Black History Month 

The staff team at Woodfield have embraced learning about Black History 
throughout October, as well as celebrating and sharing their own 
knowledge and experiences. Our wonderful staff members Priscilla, Dionne 
and Maya created some delicious home cooked food for staff to enjoy at 
lunchtimes! Dishes on the menu included jollof rice, mutton curry and fried 
plantain  – all very gratefully received and enjoyed by staff across the 
school! 
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Over the last few years, as a school community, 
we have really thought about the importance of 
representation. Children need to see themselves 
included and represented, and that                    
representation should be truthful and not based 
on stereotypes. For our children, we want them to 
feel a sense of comfort and familiarity when they 

find a character that  they relate to.  We want them to have a sense of pride of    
seeing their beliefs, culture, and traditions embraced in their learning           
environment. We want them to have the joy of seeing a hero or a lead        
character that looks just like them in books and other media.  
As a school, we understand the importance of this, and we have worked on 
ensuring that we have a range of books and resources with diverse characters 
and symbols,  celebrating religious days/holidays and exposing children to a 
range of activities that they may not have experienced before. 
October is Black History Month. We came together as a community to give 
children some amazing experiences. We wanted to embrace some of our     
pupils’ cultures and include all pupils in the celebrations. Woodfield School 
have really enjoyed this month celebrating diversity and embracing activities 
that are different. 
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THE LOWER SCHOOL 

In Lower School, we have enjoyed anything and everything that includes food! Our focus 
was mainly  on enhancing our pupils’ sensory experiences and exposing them to food they 
can explore. We have had many lovely session including smoothie making where we were 
using fruit that would typically be found in Africa or the Caribbean. We enjoyed touching 
and cutting, but the tasting was our ultimate favourite. There have been classes that have 
participated in dumpling rolling. We used this as an activity in our continuous provision. All 
classes really enjoyed manipulating the dumplings shape. The texture seemed favourable 
amongst our pupils as they were all very engaged in the process. Some were even lucky 
enough to try some fried dumplings! Lower school enjoyed the sensory experience and ex-
posure to foods from different parts of the world. 
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 THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Throughout Black History Month, pupils in Middle School have been learn-
ing about cultural awareness and diversity – important themes that we 
continue to embed throughout our curriculum at Woodfield. Pupils en-
joyed using loose parts to make 3D pictures of their unique selves, looking 
carefully at their skin tone and features. We also took part in the sensory 
experience of making dumplings, using flour, water and salt or sugar. 
Touch and Taste was a particular hit across the Department with pupils 
tasting hardo bread, avocado, grater cake and plantain. Many pupils also 
enjoyed making traditional jewellery. 
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THE UPPER SCHOOL 

Pupils across Upper School enjoyed being creative during Black History Month. African 
weaving proved popular, whilst some classes explored geometric patterns and prints found 
in African culture. Pupils also made traditional jewellery by threading dry pasta to create 
necklaces of various lengths. A favourite book during Black History Month was ‘Coming To 
England’ by Baroness Floella Benjamin. We learned about Floella’s family setting sail from 
Trinidad to start a new life in London, as part of the Windrush generation. Everyone in Up-
per School enjoyed the Touch and Taste sessions, with pupils confidently using their Ipads, 
PODD books or switches to comment, request or reject the different foods on offer. Lots of 
pupils in Upper School enjoyed the book ‘Zazi Finds Plantain’ by Ogaga Emuveyan and they 
learned how to cook plantain. The fried plantain was delicious! 



DIARY DATES 

Friday 2nd Dec— Occasional Day—School Closed 

Tuesday 20th December— End of term—School Closes 1pm 
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