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Friday 21st October     - Term Ends 

Monday 31st October - Back to school 

Monday 31st October - Sheila’s Retirement Celebration       

                                           Coffee Shop 12noon till 4pm (drop in) 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This week’s newsletter highlights the teaching and learning across the school this half 
term under our Animals Topic. I hope that you enjoy seeing how we cover the seven 
areas of the curriculum within each of the three pathways: Social Partner, Language 
Partner and Conversation Partner. There are photos that illustrate some of the learning 
outcomes that our pupils have been working on. We have also included some photos 
from our opening and closing events. 
 
I hope that you have a good half term break, and we look forward to seeing your      
children back in school on Monday 31st October. 
 
 
Best Wishes, 
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Opening Event 

To start this term’s learning about animals, Sprit of the Wild came to visit us at school. 
They brought lots of amazing wild animals including a snake and a tarantula. All of the 
pupils were able to see and touch the animals. 
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Communication and Language 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

Following a sensory animal exploration, 
the pupil concentrates intently on an     
object or activity of their own choosing 
for short periods. 

Following exploration of animal 
toys, the pupil is able to select a        
favourite animal toy to explore    
further from a choice of at least two 
options using their preferred      
communication system.  

Following regular opportunities to 
learn key routines, the pupil is able to 
follow directions using a blue strip. 
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Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

The pupil begins to explore the immediate    
environment, e.g when taking part in sensory 
based activities.   

When taking part in real life animal activity 
the pupil starts to show concern and care 
for animals.   

The pupil acts out an animal role play with at 
least one other pupil, working co-operatively 
with decreasing adult support or intervention.  
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Physical Development 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

Following repeated experiences, the pupil 
actively participates in a stretch program, by 
purposefully moving and/or co-operating  
with the trusted adult. 

After regular opportunities and access, the 
pupil develops a preferred piece of           
apparatus and can use it with accuracy for 
both big and small movements.  

The pupil starts to understand care routines 
for themselves and for others, including 
how to stay healthy and care for the body 
and mind.  
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Literacy 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

Following repeated listening to an animal 
story supported by props, the pupil be-
gins to anticipate a word in the story. 

After reading a range of books and texts 
1:1 with a familiar adult, the pupil looks 
at a favourite book  by themselves. 

After frequent adult modelling, the  
pupil understands that information can 
be retrieved from books. 
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Maths 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

After many opportunities for sand/water/
messy play, the pupil shows an interest in 
filling and emptying containers. 

After frequent adult modelling and play, 
the pupil begins to group small world ani-
mals together by category (e.g. all the 
cows together)  

After adult modelling, peer modelling and 
play, the pupil shows an interest in      
representing numbers in different ways 
(e.g. numeral). 
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Expressive Arts & Design 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

After frequent opportunities to explore 
different wet messy materials, the pupil 
shows an interest in using their hands in 
Gelli Baff 

After frequent adult modelling and 
play, the pupil begins to experiment 
with different media (e.g. chalk). 

After adult modelling, peer modelling 
and play, the pupil constructs models 
including enclosures and towers. 
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Understanding the World 

Social Partners 

Language Partners 

Conversation Partners 

Following repeated cause and effect work the 
pupil is able to use a switch to produce a mo-
tivating sound. 

After adult modelling, peer modelling and 
play, the pupil shows care and concern for 
animals. 

Following modelling and appropriate   
visual aids, the pupil can find the correct 
icon to open a specific app. 
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Closing Events 

To end the term the classes did different activates to end half term  


